





THE 


SUNDAY SCHOOL REPOSITORY. 


Vou. i. ] _ OCT OBE Ry ‘1°18. _ [Now XVI. 


——— — ee 
——————— —_—————— —=_ = 








For the Sunday School Repository 
On Visiting and Clothing Indigent Children. 


if any mode of manifesting our love to God, and our fellow 
men, besides those which are specifically pointed out, in the 
Bible, may be called divine, it 1s that of Sabbath school in- 
strucuon. Its principal excellence consists in the extent of 
its influence. It holds a distinguished place among those 
plans which are going into operation at the present day, which 
affect all classes of the community ; which reach the great mass 
of the human family; and whic h, with the blessing of God, 
will soon revolutionize the principles and conduct of man- 
kind. Every thing, therefore, which has a tendency to retard 
the progress of such a system should be removed, ‘and eve ry 
thing which promises to give it life, and energy, and complete 

success, Should be furnished. ‘To this good work all are 
bound to put forth a helping hand. 

Hitherto the burden has fallen on a class of people not the 
most able to sustain it. With some honourable exceptions, 
those who have leisure and wealth, have not engaged in this 
labour of love. It has been done, principally, by persons of 
the middle class of society. But those whose circumstances 
are such as to render it necessary for them to be employed 
about their own concerns during the week, but are willing to 
devote the Sabbath to teac hing, ought, as far as possible, to 
be relieved from visiting in order to increase the number of 
scholars, or contributing of their substance to defray the ex- 
penses of the Institution. Families should be visited, scho- 
lars collected, and rooms, fuel, books, and clothing provided 
by the wealthy, and especially by that portion of the wealthy, 
who excuse themselves from instructing on the Sabbath. 

Of the declension of our schools, especially at certain sea- 
sons of the year, the want of suitable « lothing i is, doubtless, a 
principal cause. ‘T'o this subject we wish to call the attention 
of our friends. 

That any children should be deprived of instruction ; should 
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be suffered to grow up in ignorance and vice, for want of 
clothes, is a thought too painful to be indulged. ‘That such 
is the fact. however, cannet be denied. Children are destitute 
of clothes, generally, in consequence of the improvidence and 
the vices, and, sometimes, of the misfortunes, of their parents. 
Clothing has been withheld, not from a want of sensibility or 
liberality on the part of the benevolent, but of proper infor- 
mation respecting their situation, and the apprehension that 
a real and lasting injury might be done to children themselves, 
by inducing their parents to neglect them altogether ; and to 
socicty at large, by encouraging idleness and other vices. 

While, with many of the friends of Sabbath schools, we be- 
lieve, that clothing ought not be given indiscriminately and 
through the medium of the teachers; we do believe, with 
others, that a judicious distribution is not only desirable, but 
absolutely necessary, to secure to many children the advanta- 
yes of the institution. 

That children may receive the full benefit of Sabbath 
Schools, it is indispensable that they should esteem it a privi- 
lege to attend, and their parents a privilege to sendthem. A 
gratuitous indiscriminate distribution of clothes will have a 
tendency toremove such an impression from the mind where 
it already exists, and prevent its being made where it does 
not. Probably five parents out of six will regard it as a sort 
of compensation for sending their children ;_ will feel that the 
institution is under obligation to them, and that they actually 
confera favour on the teachers whenever they send their chil- 
dren. This is not mere conjecture. It results from the princi- 
ples of human nature, and is abundantly proved by experi- 
ence. Many teachers have complained that parents, so far 
from feeling grateful for the instructions given their children, 
have demanded clothes as the only condition on which they 
would send them. Children soon imbibe the same spirit, and 
not only give their teachers much trouble, but put it out of 
their power to do them good. _ Instead of this, they ought to 
feel that it is an inestimable privilege to receive religious in- 
struction: that for such a privilege they are under the great- 
est obligations ; especially that they are bound to love, res- 
pect, and obey their teachers. Let parents esteem it a privi- 
lege to send their children to school, and they will make ex- 
traordinary exertions to clothe them. To prevent the evil, 
and still supply needy children, the distribution should be 
made, generally, by those who are not immediately connected 
with the schools. Let it not be held out as part of the sys- 
tem. Let this be attended to by others. Let the bounty flow, 
but flow in a different channel. This will prevent parents 
from sending their children to school, and their children from 
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going, for the purpose of obtaining clothes ; it will preve.* 
children from going from one school to another for this ob- 
ject; it will free teachers from much labour and embarrass- 
ment; it will increase their influence and make their instruc- 
tions more effectual. That a proper distribution we he 
made, the families must be visited—their character and cir- 
cumstances ascertained by personal investigation. Would 
those, who have leisure and wealth, engage heartily in this 
labour of love, would they in this manner go about doing 
good, hundreds and thousands of children would be added to 
our schools, and receive the advantages of a religious edau- 
cation, who otherwise must grow : in ignorance and vice. 

In confirmation of the great utility of such exertions, we 
shall present a few extracts from the Reports of the (London) 
* Educational Clothing Society.” 

“ The primary object of this institution is the clothing of 
distressed children, and placing them in schools. The com- 
mittee are requested fully to ascertain the exact circumstan- 
ces of the families recommended, prior to any assistance be- 
ing afforded. 

“ The committee are required to visit every family and 
child recommended to their notice, within a to Basten dis- 
tance, and are particularly enjoined to impress upon the 
minds of the visited parents, the necessity of attending a place 
of worship, and the great advantage arising from their chil- 
dren’s attending Sales and other Schools.” 

** Satisfied that a strict and personal investigation of every 
case should precede the extension of relief, your committee 
have rigidly adhered to this fundamental rule—and they 
would venture to suggest to their sister institutions of this 
metropolis, the vital importance of this minute inquiry into 
the wants and situation of the indigent and the afflicted, by 
which, alone, the artifices of impostors can be detected, and 
poverty and misfortune distinguished from indolence, profli- 
gacy, and guilt. By tracing to their source those evils which 
afflict industrious poverty, and applying the proper remedy 
to the cause of these miseries, the relief which it is your ob- 
ject to extend, becomes a permanent blessing, instead of a 
temporary alleviation.” | 

* Another, and a principal object of your institution is, to 
provide suitable duhins for those children who are placed 
at those schools in which it is not provided, and the parents 
of which children are too poor to afford the requisite supply. 
It will not be easily believed, by those who have superficially 
considered the subject, how many children are precluded the 
advantages of education from this cause alone; there is a 
natural, and perhaps a pardonable pride, even in the lowest 


























































































- — oe ~ Soe 
SES ARN eit ag i AER A TENA ED es ll a 


oe 


oe ae an 


a 
“ig nf a8 
# 


~ “ogy 
eare- 4 


— 








neat ee 
ae 3 
—< P< <x 





2 pe er 


oS 
= 


tod 





ee 





™ 


ee 


- 


124 On Visiting and 


classes of the community, which prevents them sending thefe 
children even to those shools where the blessings of educa 

tion are gratuitously conferrred, if they are un: ible to clothe 
them in a decent and reputable manner, and while your socie- 
ty removes this obstacle to the improve ment of a numerous 
and highly important class of the communit), they acquire a 
powerful claim to the confidence and gr ititude of the parents, 

which leads to many happy results, not the least of which is 
their introduction into the Adult Schools of the metropolis 
and its vicinity.’ 

‘* The care which has been taken of the clothing—the punc- 
tual attendance of the children at the various schools, and at 
places ofreligious worship, and the rapid progress which ma- 
ny of them have made in their learning, and in acquiring ha- 
bits of order and morality, have been such as to surpass the 
most sanguine expectations of your committee; while the 
corresponding i improvement, produced by a natural and h: ap- 
py re-action, in the manners and conduct of their parents and 
families, has rendered still more evident the benefits of the 
Institution, and aflorded a practical illustration of that sacred 
truth—that it is impossible to set barriers to the progress of 
good, or to foresee at what precise point the influence and ex- 
ample of pure benevolence shall terminate.’ 

“In June last,” says the Report of this District, “ the 
Society first made its appearance in this neighbourhood, 
(Angel Alley, Bishopsgate-street,) which much “encouraged 
and ‘strengthened the hands of those engaged in the work of 
instruction, and greatly added to the number of children at- 
tending the Schools in these parts. The parents are attentive 
in sending their children in time and very clean to school on 
Sundays, as also to the weekly conferences; and the benefi- 
cial eflects of which are as follows:—The children are seen 
sitting at their doors in little companies, four or six in num- 
ber, singing and repeating the hymns and lessons they have 
committed to memory, to which they are much attached. 
When they meet me in the street, (says the visitor) the ques- 
tion is ‘ When shall we come to school, Sir?’ This account 
is more particularly interesting, as the children in the first 
report of this part of the district, were stated rather to excel 
the wild Arabs, and their parents as drunkards, swearers, and 
Sabbath-breakers. Thus ‘the lion is lying down with the 
lamb, and babes and sucklings are learning to lisp the Re- 
deemer’s name.” 

“S$, T.—This family, when first visted by two of your 
Committee, resided in Coopers Gardens, Hackney Road ; 
the miserable hovel, (not deserving the name of house) pre- 
sented a scene of wretchedness unequalled by any case of 
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distress that ever came under the observation of the visitors. 
We found, say they, the father, mother, and tive children, 
neither of whom could read, sunk into a state of mise ry that 
language cannot describe, and excited in our breast the feel- 

hugs of symp: ithy and de Si ur : their situation almost be Spe ak- 

ing the impossibility of our efforts being in the least effectual 
1o “thei ir relief.—The man could obtain no work, the woman 
atilicted by an inward complaint, which has since removed 
her to another world, the children procured but a small sum 
from the sale of matches, and sweeping streets, which, with 
a scanty allowance from the parish, were the only means of 
their support. The place was furnished for their accommo- 

dation, with but one chair anda small table, while a few rags 
supplied the place of a bed, and but one dish and plate, the 
only convenience for their food. These specimens of pover- 
ty were considerably increased by the dirt and filth which not 
only covered every part of the pi ice, but the inhabitants al- 
®0; in fact, so truly desperate was the case, that we must ac- 
knowledge we considered it no small sacrifice of tecling week- 
ly to visit them. 

* The eldest girl was clothed and sent to Hoxton Academy 
School; but she soon atter absconded from her parents and was 
not heard of for some wecks. Upon her return she again 
came to school. ‘The situation of the mother required the 
particular attention of the Ladies’ Committee : their indefat- 
gable exertions rendered her situation tolerab le: they not on- 
ly attended to her bodily comfort, but to the communication 
of knowledge to her mind. She languished for some time, 
and as before stated, closed her eyes upon this world. We 
recently visited them, and could scarcely again recownize the 
house, the exterior appearance was so much improved: and 
great was our surprise to find the interior more so. We bad 
the satisfaction to find that the visits of the ladics had been 
the means of the improvement of the place, which now is com- 
fortable, and the instruction of the children had alone promo- 
ted domestic happiness. ‘The children now sell tracts in the 
street, the produce of which they give their father on their re 
turn in the evening, and are now never absent from home in 
the night, which before they were in the habit of. The tear 
of joy “and gratitude stole down his cheek while he declared 
“ O! Sirs, | cannot tell you how happy I now am; itis the 
instruction of my children, with the visits of these good La- 
dies, that alone could have rendered me so com! tab le.” 
Four of the children now regularly attend the Sunday School ; 
the other is ill of a fever. Th ey are orderly, and very de- 
sirous to learn. 
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i2v On Visiting and 

“ U, V.—On visiting this. family, White Horse Couri, 
Rosemary Lane, we found a woman with three small children, 
in a miserable apartment; her looks betrayed the dejected 
state of her mind. After asking the usual questions, we 
learned she had four children, none of whom could read, 
reither could she or her husband ; the latter had been a sol- 
dier, but discharged ; they were both about thirty-eight 
years of age, and had one son aged eighteen. We found 
they had no relief nor employment, and were literally starving. 
During our conversation with the woman, we observed some- 
thing moving on the bedstead, (they having no bed) we then 
saw it was a man: is this your husband? we asked; yes, she 
said; is he not well that he is in bed ? no, said she; what is 
the matter, rejoined the visiters ; he has been frightened on 
account of one of his children; this would have passed otf 
had not one of the visiters pressed an explanation of the last 
answer; the poor man reached his hand to the pillow, took 
a leathern strap therefrom, and with a tremulous voice, 
said his eldest son had hung himself; hung himself! we ex- 
claimed,—what! is he dead? No, said he; my wife was 
sitting by the fire, and heard a great noise in his sleeping 
room, (which was a sort of closet adjoining) and I took him 
down in time to save his life. And what was the cause do 
you suppose of his thus attempting to destroy himself? we 
asked him, they replied, and could get nothing from him but 
tears for sometime; at Jast he said, we have been out of 
work a great while, and I have been living upon you till we 
are all starving, and this | could not bear to see any longer, 
it was this, and this alone that drove me to it. The father 
took him in his own bed the remainder of the night, and in 
the morning, he being with a lodger at the top of the same 
house, he did not disturb him then. The family we relieved, 
for which they appeared very thankful. This young man 
we saw in the evening, and reasoned with him on the magni- 
tude of his crime, and his awful situation. He had no other 
reason for what he had done, than that before stated. He 
has since been clothed, and recommended to an Adult School. 
‘This, with the pecuniary relief granted him, will, we trust, 
render his mind tranquil and serene again.” 


The following are Extracts from the last Report. 


“ Your Committee will state one or two instances of the be- 
nefits arising from this Society’s labours, and refer to the Ap- 
pendix for other pleasing facts. 

“A family consisting of a man, his wife, and three children, 
came under the notice of this Institution; they were reduced 
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so the most abject state of poverty, a poverty aggravated by 
wéakness and disease, which disabled the father from work, 
and threatened the weakly mother with widowhood, and to 
reduce the half-starved children to the hapless condition of 
orphans. The father was relieved, and under the blessing of 
Providence restored—the children were clothed and sent to 
School——the conduct of the children excited the liveliest inte- 
resi—the eldest girl beeame the instructor of her father, who 
was unable to read; and a family previously destitute of re- 
ligious observance erected its altar, on which the morning and 
evening offerings were presented by the poor, upon whom the 
Lord has condescended to promise that he will look, and 
whose spirits he will revive. These were objects worthy of 
your Society’s relief! Nothing but necessity could induce 
them to become dependent upon your bounty; and the visits 
of your Committee could alone have developed their case. 
No sooner was disease abated and distress alleviated, than by 
degrees they declined the benefit of the Institution, and they 
have now regained that independence with which they were 
so unwilling to part. 

* Several children who are employed in selling matches, and 
other trifling articles in the street, have been recommended to 
Schools. These children were accustomed to meet together 
to spend their time in sinful mirth and folly, but now they as- 
semble together with their books to instruct each other, by 
which means they have greatly improved. One of these 
children is now teaching his father to read; nor was it a 
small gratification to some who have visited him, to observe 
the poor man with his spectacles, receiving instruction from 
his little boy not seven years of age. 

“ Your Committee at the conclusion of their first year’s la- 
hours, reported having clothed, and placed in various Schools, 
Eighty-seven Children: the second year the additional num- 
ber of Three Hundred end Twenty ; they can now with pecu- 
liar satisfaction state, that during the extended operations of 
the last year, they have clothed and placed in different 
Schools Seven Hundred and Two Children, forming a total of 
Eleven Hundred and Nine since the formation of the Society ; 
in addition to which, up to the present period, your Commit- 
tee have sent upwards of 500 poor Children to School who 
did not require clothing. 

“The Ladies’ Committee of this Society have been actively 
and usefully employed during the past year: they have not 
only prepared the principal articles of clothing, but have un 
dertaken the personal oversight of the female children, and 
have visited them in their abodes of wretchedness. ‘T'o thern 
the Society and the public owe the strongest obligations. 
lhe eulogiums which your Committee could bestow on the 
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henevoleit Jabours of the Ladies, are quite inadequate to ther 
merits, and they would rather direct them to the Saviour’s 
commendation of the pious benefactor of the poor aud distress- 
ed :——* Thou shalt be blessed, tor they cannot recompense 
thee, for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just.” 

* You Committee are also careful to precede and accompany 
their loan of clothing by the most rigid personal investigation. 
To attain this important end, your Committee is divided into 
eight districts, and each District Committee ts authorized to 
consist of 48 members. — By the visits of these members at 
the habitations of the poor, by their constant watchfulness, and 
assiduous attention, every precaution is taken that the bounty 
of the Society be not misapplied; and your Committee re- 
iwice to say, that the abuses of your benevolence have been 
very few, when compared with the number of those wretched 
Children who have received your bounty. 

* Your Committee consider that this strict attention to person- 
al investigation, as being by tar the best plan of administering 
relict to the poor, and as giving this Society a powerful claim 
on the liberality of the benevolent, as they may fully depend 
on the careful and proper application of their bounty. Your 
Committee, while employed in these visits of mercy, have de- 
rived much satisfaction in relieving miseries, which when 
contemplated closely, are far more heart-rending, than when 
viewed at a distance.” 


—wDsD+o— 


From the (London) 8. S. Repository 


Apvice to Persons newly entered on the Emrroyment of 
Sunpay Scuoot Tracuine. 


“Those who have had competent experience in Sunday 
Schools, cannot have failed to observe, with regret, how ma- 
ny individuals have proposed themselves as fellow helpers in 
the work; who after engaging in it for a short period have 
suddenly withdrawn themselves, and abandoned the cause 
they had espoused. Of such, they have frequently lamented ; 
“ye did run well ;?? and inquired with affectionate solicitude 
the reasons of their declension, “ what hath hindered you?!” 
It is generally admitted, that to desert from a standard is a 
crime; and the words of our Saviour recur forcibly to the 
mind—* Whoso putteth his hand to the plough, and looketh 
back, is not fit for the kingdom of God.” The chief cause to 
which this desertion must be attributed, is most probably this : 
they entered into the work without consideration, and having 
raised expectations of it wholly chimerical, and not appre- 
hending any difficulties: they have been alarmed at finding 


























Employment of Sunday School Teaching. 129 
their ideas of the employment erroneous, their difficulties nu- 
merous, and their task not easy, but arduous. In conse- 
quence, their temporary zeal having evaporate rd, they relin- 
quish their oflice as hi istily and as inconsiderately as they as- 
sumed it. 

It may, perhaps, therefore, be rendering a general service 
to the cause of Sunday Schools, to give some advice to per- 
sons newly entering on the oftice of Sund: iy Se hool Teaching 
To vou who have entered on this delightful, but confessedly 
arduous employment, but who are hesitating whether you 
will reader your exertions permanent, these hints are address- 
ed. and your attentive perus: 11 of them Is entreated. 

You have commenced a | good work—an office in itself hon- 
ourable. and which needs no commendation, since it aims at 
alleviating moral degradation, enlightening the mind, and sav- 
ing the soul. In endeavouring then to excite you to a deter- 
mination no longer to halt between two opinions, but to de- 
vote your whole energies to the cause you have embraced, 
consider the object you have inview ; itis nothing less than 
the salvation of immortal souls !—an object which we can ne- 
ver estimate sufficiently, nor pursue too stediastly. Itis asa 
subordinate design to endeavour, by intusing into the minds 
of our youth the principles of moral and religious truth, to 
render them valuable members of society. ‘To attain ends so 
important, +, | whole lite dedicated lo the service should be esg- 
teemed a trivial sacrifice. Education is important in what- 
ever respect it be considered, but more especi: lly when it is 
used as a subordinate end, to promote a hig her obje ct; the 
design of Sunday Schools is to make the poor not only — 
and prude nt men, but real christians. That it is capable o 
effecting moral and religious improvement, is too clear doe 
evidence to need further corroboration; and we need only 
look at the consequences which ensue from its neglect, to be 
satisfied of the good resulting from its influence. If then you 
feel disposed at any Ume to retire from an office which af- 
fords such prospects of unlimited usefulness, remember the 
object you have in view, and sufler nothing of a trivial na- 
ture to cause a relaxauion in, or an abandonment of, your ¢x- 
ertions. 

Many, doubtless, there are, whe quitted the work, on ac- 
count of meeting with difficulties wholly unexpected by them, 
and for which they were totally unpren ared. Not hi ving an- 
ticipated any thing buta smooth and easy progress, they were 
cast down by the tirst discouragement, and renounced, with- 
out further trial, a service in which they might have been em- 
inently useful. Now we do confess there are difficulties and 
trials in Sunday School ‘Teaching, and we are willing to con- 
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cede that they are sometimes of no ordinary nature, and re- 
quire both patience and perseverance to overcome them. 
But we remember they are not insurmountable, and we have 
abundant encouragement to persevere, since the impediments 
to be encountered can never for a moment be estimated with 
the success which has already attended, and will undoubtedly 
continue to attend on Sunday School labours. 

That you may not be discour: iged when you meet with dit- 
ficulties, we will advise you of some of them. You must be 
willing to foreyo much, and you must be willing to sacrifice 
much “also. Personal convenience and individual comfort 
must frequently be sunk, to the higher duty of the general 
good. You will have to sacrifice much of yourtime. The 
Sabbath which you have been accustomed to regard as at your 
own disposal for religious purposes, must.sometimes be part- 
ly devoted to the welfare and interests of the children. © You 
must not expect to be able to attend upon your favourite 
preachers, nor will it be consistent to abandon your class to 
hear a popular discourse. You must remember the impor- 
tance of your object, and then were of those things you have 
regarded so highly will be less valued. It is « tbove all things 
nee edful to apprec sate this rightly, since it is the ground-work 
of every thing ; and without a « lear and distinct pe reeption of 
the infinile importance of your exertions, you will never con- 
continue stedfast in the cause. 

You will have to overcome difficultics, which the litde 
practice you have had, must have partially disclosed to you. 
Here then we advise you calmly to consider them ;—we will 
frankly unfold them,—give them all the w eight they deserve, 
and then recollect they ‘y are not insuperab le. since they are 
such as have been meunaned by every teacher who has pre- 
ceded you. You will have to combat with the ignorance, the 
dulness, and oft-times the stupidity of the children. ‘There 
is a wide difference in the capabilities of children, and one 
child will attain that knowledge in a month, which another 
will scarce acquire in three. It is, doubtless, discouraging to 
observe your endeavours ineilectual, and your children mak- 
ing comparatively little progress ; but let your thoughts revert 
to your own early days, and from the difliculties you experi- 
enced in the acquirement of knowledge, learn to bear with 
indulgence the reverses you meet with. 4 appears easy now 
you have gained the summit of the hill, but remember, they 
are now toiling up the ascent, and let it be your endeavour to 
stimulate and encourage them till they re ‘ach it too. 

The ingratitude of your charge may sometimes aflect you ; 
they do not value your exertions, nor estimate the sacrifices 
you make: but how can it be expected ?—they are insensible 
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to the benefits they receive now, you must look for their gra- 
titude in future years, when | ey | cem ite 
Their levity and thouelitlessn: wien you are endeavo\ , 
to instruct them. meiy tend to increase your discontent, but do 
not forget that they are yet children:—that vivacity and 
sprightliness distinguish their character; and be consoled by 
the reflection, that ‘thou gh much of your instruction may fall 
by the way-side, yet some will indubitab ly tall into ‘good 
ground: and having sown the seed, you may sately leave it 
with Him who has said, “ it shall not return unto him void.” 

But it may not, perh: aps, he unprofitab le, to give you some 
advice, as to the manner in which you should condnet your- 
self to the children, and to your fellow teachers. W ith res- 
pect to the children, let all your instructions be given in an 
affectionate and kind manner he least approach to harsh- 
ness and severity is Infurious, except in cases of misconduct. 
Madeavour to convince them that their present welfar ind 
eternal happiness are the sole aim of your exertions: let a 
suavity of temper and sweetness of disposition be evinced to- 
wards them. On all occasions. s tudy simplicity in your lan- 
guage, and brevity in your observations; the youthful mind 
must not be overburthened, and that litle must be accommo- 
dated to their juvenile ideas: remember they are children! 
At the same time guard against too great family: irity; this is an 
evil; but while you cultivate assiduously the affections, aim 
at the same instant to attain the respect of your charge. 
Cautiously avoid levity in manners, be 


** Much impressed, as conscious of your awful charge, 
And anxious meinly that the flock you feed 
May feel it too.” 


With regard to your fellow labourers, recollect that as you 
are young in the service, you have necessarily much to learn. 
Be willing therefore to concede your own opinion to that of 
experie need teachers ; cultivate their friendshi lip, emulate their 
zeal, and maintain a social intercourse with them; never give 
the least cause to interrupt harmony among them; but if 
discord be sown, strive to eradicate the seeds. 

In fine, if you have entered on the work unadvisedly, with- 
out calculating on its difliculties and trials : 'l as its plea- 


sures and enjoymeits,—if you ha { uucdue anlicipa- 
tions of success which have nc‘ u realized,—-if you have 
painted scenes which ho cen illusory, be advised still to 
remain and continue your labours. That eventually success 


will crown all our undertakings, if formed and pursued with a 
view to the glory: of God, one the salvation of souls, cannot 
fora moment be doubicd. We must not expect too much, 
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1392 Royal Free School, m the Kingdom of Hayti. 


and the word of God has taught us patiently to wait, following 
the example of the husbandman, who hath long patience, till 
the early and the latter rain having fallen, the seed springs 
up, and yields a productive harvest. 

Be then stimulated rather to increased exertion, instead of 
wishing to retire from your labours; the work is arduous, but 
it 1s noble ; the object is distant, but it is important; the ef- 
fects are slow, but they are certain. Let then the concluding 
advice of an old teacher, be offered in the language of an 
Apostle :—“ Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord ;” urging this as the motive from al- 
leged experience, “ forasmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord.” 

EVANDER. 
— 3 +o 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 
Extract of a Letter from Mr. Thomas Julius Oxley, Professor 
of Mathematics, and Master of the Royal Free School at St. 


Mark, to the Rev. Ward Stafford of New-York ; dated 


Ningdom of Hayti, Royal Free School at the city of St. Mark, 
29th ug., 1818 

Dear Sir, 

[ cannot send you much intelligence ; but, as I believe, you are 
a friend to the too long oppressed and injured Africans and their 
descendants, you will peruse with interest the information con- 
rained in this brief epistle : Literature in this country is in its 
infancy, but is making the most rapid advances to maturity. 
Iam informed there are to be twelve public schools in the 

most principal Lp gael in this Kingdom, eight of which are 
now established, in which several thousands of children are 
receiving a ieaithe ir » dae ation, in the English and French lan- 
guages, and the Elements of the M: ithematics ; in which the 
very great proficiency made by the pupils, sufficiently proves 
that talents and genius depend not upon colour or complex- 
ion; but that the Omnipotent has freely given to all the na- 
tions in the world the powers of intellect, which, however la- 
tent, only need the fostering hand of education to elicit and 
mature them. I understand that the schoolmasters are ap- 
pointed for the other four schools, and are shortly expected to 
arrive. There is now established at Cape Henry, the Capital, 
a Royal College for instruction in the Belles Letters and the 
higher sciences. Besides these, the king causes a school to 
be established in every village in the kingdom, the teachers of 
which are selected from the best pupils of ‘the principal schools 
aforesaid. In fact the king spares no pains nor expense to 
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enlighten his people. His majesty has confided to Mr. Wil- 
beriorce the important office of appointing the schoolmasters 
and professors, and this illustrious senator and eminent phi- 
lanthropist bestows much care in selecting men of approved 
character and talents. 

1 with much pleasure inform you, that the New Testament 
of our blessed Saviour, printed in French and English, is con- 
stantly read in our schools ; so that, in a few years, we may 
hope, that this country will be completely evangelized,— 
that true religion and literature will both make the most hap- 
py progress,—that this kingdom will shortly become a high- 
ly polished and religious nation; of this we cannot doubt, 
when we call to mind the consoling promise of the Holy 
Scriptures; that all the nations of the earth shall be as one 
flock, having one Shepherd and one fold. 


—»27+o— 


Extracts from the Annual Report of the (London) Sunday 
Schoool Union, for the year ending May \st, 1818, 
(Continued from page 120.) 


The Sunday School in the Fort of Colombo 


was formed out of the Pettah School, and continues to flourish ; 
though that has likewise suffered, in point of numbers, from the 
erection of the Colpetty School; since the scholars of the latter 
place are regularly assembled for divine worship in their own 
School-Room, on Sunday mornings Thus, however, the ** /irtle 
leaven,”’ becomes the more widely extended in its operations and 
influence: and the parent will joylully concede a portion of her 
own importance and influence, to the rising prosperity and useful- 
ness of her increasing offspring. 

We have a few active gratuitous teachers, who are the life and 
spring of our Fort Sunday School. The number of scholars is 
about seventy; which, notwithstanding the withdrawing of the 
Colpetty children, leaves an increase on the number reported last 
year. We have just met with a decrease, in the sudden death ot 
one of our scholars, a child about seven years old. Her father, 
who is at present the master of the Royal Military School, added 
his domestic instructions and endeavours to those his children re- 
ceived in the Sunday School The result is, the pleasing satis. 
faction which has supported his mind under bis painful loss. He 
can bave no doubt his child is safely lodged in Abraham’s bosom. 
Her last words were her prayers, which she repeated on going to 
bed, in perfect health. In the morning she was found speechless ; 
and, in a few hours, was released from the body to enter a happie: 
world. Therefore let us ‘ be stedfast, timmoveable, always abound 
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we know thot our labour 
is not in vain in the Lord.” 
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The Galle Sunday School 


is a small establishment, begun by brothers Erskine and Squance, 
in the latter end of the year 1815, and in the superintendence ot 
which they were assisted by some of the senior scholars in their 
day school. It has been rendered useful to many of the rising 
generation ; and several concerned have given satisfactory evi- 
dences of religious impressions. To witness their little prayer 
meetings, and to overhear their pious conversations, at their other 
juvenile associations for religious purposes, has often gratified 
the brethren and friends. The school has been revived by bro- 
ther M'Kenny, who gives a very encouraging account of its pre- 
sent stale. 

We expect that the present diffusion of the blessings of educa- 
tion, will, in its operation, give rise to many native Sunday Schools 
in different parts of the country. It has been a supposition, that 
the Sunday Scheol system is not so calculated for usefulness among 
the native inhabitants of this country, as it is among the children ot 
the pcor, in our manufacturing towns in Europe. Some discourag- 
ing hints of this kind have been thrown out, ina modern European 
publication, relative to oriental Sunday Schools. ‘The idea enter- 
tained by the writer was, that the time of native children is reck- 
oned of no value. This may be the case in some countries; but 
itis a mistake, which is corrected by experience, in Ceylon. 
Among the poorer orders of the native Ceylonese, as soon as a 
child is capable of labour, it is immediately put to some kind of 
work; and we have met with many who have made it a plea 
against sending their children to our day schools, that they were 
of such an age that they could not be spared from their labour. 
In some cases this has occasioned a total denial of education to 
their children, on the part of the parents. But when knowledge 
shall have become so general, as to render ignorance a disgrace, it 
is easy to foresee such persons will be happy to avail themselves 
of the accommodating medium of Sunday instructions, and that 
we shall] find powerful auxiliaries in our day scholars, in the edu- 
cation of their poorer neighbours, in Sabbath institutions ‘Thus 
we may hope that divine truth will make its felicitating way, and 
that the time will speedily come, when they shall not say, eve- 
ry man to bis brother, ‘ Know thou the Lord” for the knowl- 
edge of the Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the sea. 
-Imen. 


Jaffna Sunday School. 

Our Missionary Sunday School at Jaffna, has on its list 60 
names. From 30 to 50 generally attend, and evidence a great 
desire to learn the principles of Christianity. Some young men, 
descendants of Europeans, also attend, and appear to take great 
pleasure in acquiring a knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. Pro- 
testants, Roman Catholics, and heathen boys are taught in Eng- 
lish and Malabar, and unite in singing praises to God, in both Jan- 
guages, with increasing delight. Most of the Protestants have 
gone through the Church Catechism, and some repeat whole Sec- 
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ions of Mr. Wood's, readily giving the Scripture proofs.—A good 
degree of reformation is already apparent among thea: and their 
improvement ina religious and moral point of view, affords us 
pleasure and encouragement in the prosecution of our work. 


The Spelling Books which are in use, are those published by 
The Sunday School Union, in England; the reading lessons in 
which have this excellency, that they are selected from rue Bisxe. 
By this means, the first impressions made upon the mind of the 
native scholar are from the purest source, and direct him in his 
duty to God, and to his connexions in life. Under the superin- 
tendence of brother Callaway, some portions of the Reading, and 
ill of the Spelling lessons, of the First Part Spelling Book, have 
been translated in Cingalese ; and, when entirely completed, will 
be very greatly serviceable to all our schools as well as to the 
Ceylonese youth universally. 

(Signed) 

By Order of the Conference of Wesleyan Methodist Missionaries 
an Ceylon, 

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS OF 

Westeyan Mission Scuoors 

IN THE ISLAND, 


W. M. HARVARD, 
B. CLOUGH, 


By letters recently received from the Missionaries, the Rey. 
Mr. C. Loveless and Rev. Richard Knill, at Madras, your Com- 
mittee are informed that they have established ** The Madras 
Missionary Sabbath School,’ which, the Missionaries add, ** wishes 
to be united to the Sunday School Union, by entreating an interest 
in the prayers of that Society, by contributing one mite to aid its 
exertions, and by sharing in the privileges which the Sunday 
School Union imparts to thuse who are united to it.—Please to 
receive from Mr. Nisbett, 5 pagodas, or {£/2, as our annual sub- 
scription. Send us books for our school as soon as possible. Our 
catechism is nuw printed. About 30 children aud sometimes more 
attend the Sunday School. The children are very interesting, and 
learn thousands of verses from chapters and hymns. The seed is 
incorruptible. Ob! for grace to water it Lord, hear and answer 
this people, who cry unto thee day and night for Zion’s sake.” 
Your Committee, in consequence of this application, have voted 
£10 to be expended in suitable books. 

At Chinsurah, in Bengal, the Rev. J. D. Pearson, formerly 
superintendent of Silver Street Sunday School, has established a 
Sunday School for about 30 children. 

At Calcutta, a Sunday School has been established by the 
Baptist missionaries, containing 78% children; and your Com- 
mitte are rejoiced to hear that similar establishments are con- 
templated at their several stations. 

From a letter recently received from the Rev. Mr. Barker, at 
Theophilis, South Africa. it appears that on the Ist of December 
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last, he formed a Sunday School for those children who could read 
the Scriptutes. ‘The plan of instruction is that of scriptural cate- 
chising, and the proof of doctrines, by quotations from the Bible. 
These poor children have far exceeded Mr. Baker's expectations 
in their answers to his questions. 

The cause of Sunday Schools in the United States of America, 
has exceedingly prospered during the past year. ‘The Sunday 
School Unions at New-York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Boston, 
Troy, and other places, have imparted unity and energy to the 
cause, and have diffused the system to a large extent. Many 
thousands of children are brought under the means of religious in- 
struction, and the Sunday Schools appear to have excited fresh 
energy in the cause of God throughout the United States of Ame- 
rica. lor more particular information your Committee must refer 
to the Report which is shortly expected to be received from that 
country, an abstract of which will appear in a future number of 
the Sunday School Repository. It will at present be sufficient to 
state, that America appears likely in a few years to rival England 
in the prosperity and extent of its Sunday Schools. 

In Newfoundland, several Sunday Schools have been established. 
Your Committee lately presented books te the amount of £3, to 
the schools at Brigus and St. Cupid’s. In this island the Koman 
Catholic Priests have perverted the minds of some of the ignorant 
inhabitants ; but, as a pleasing attestation of the utility of Sunday 
Schools, none of the children who were educated in them, had 
gone over to the Catholics. 

In many of the West India islands, Sunday Schools have been 
established. In Tortola and the Virgin Islands, upwards of 120 
children ares taught on the Sabbath, and the school is on the in- 
crease. In Antigua, the Sunday Schools prosper very much.— 
The following is an extract of a letter just received from the Rev. 
‘Thomas Morgan, dated Kingston, St. Vincent’s, 5th March, 1818, 
to whom your Committee voted a supply of books. 

** You will oblige me. by presenting my most unfeigned thanks 
to the Sunday Schou! Union, for the Christian and liberal attention 
which was paid to my request in behalt ot our schools. Your do- 
nation of useful books was most acceptable ; a few were given to 
the children in Antigua, and the rest will be distributed among the 
children here as circumstances may require. The Sunday Schocl 
hooks were delivered to Mr. Woolley, in Antigua, as they were 
much wanted. 

** When in Antigua at our annual district meeting, which was 
held last month, it afforded me much pleasure to see the school in 
St. John’s. Most of the children who just joined the school still 
continue to attend, and they afford abundant evidence of the good 
effects of Sunday Schools. Many 1 found were become decided 
for virtue and piety. who thankfully date their convictions to the 
divine blessing, on the advice they were in the habit of receiving 
at the Sunday School. 

** On this island we have two schools, One in Kingstown, and 
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the pers in Princestown. She former consists of 130, and the 
latter of 90 children. ‘They are but of short standing. The first 
was begun in 1816, and the latter in 1817. Many of the children 
make considerable improvements, and the prospect of usetulness 
among them is on the whole encouraging. Many are prejudiced 
against such institutions, supposing instruction in this form to be 
subversive of the implicit demands ot slavery, while some parents 
prevent their children’s attendance, because, in plain English, they 
intend their daughters for prostitution.” 

Then follows an account in proof of this awful fact, too painful 
io be here related. 

In referring to the Home Procernines, the Committee rejoice to 
report, that during the past year Forty New Schools have been 
jormed, and that the returns of the Four (London) Auxiliaries con- 
tain 3,480 children more than last vear. Total in London, 268 
Schools ; 4,198 Teachers ; 42,786 © hildren ; 359 Adults. 

[Some interesting extracts from the reports of the Auxiliaries 
ind other Unions will appear in our next. | 


EXTRACTS 
From the Reports read at the Quarterly Meeting of the 
New-York Sunday School Union. 


Scnoor No. 1.—* One Teacher has made a public profes- 
sion of religion during this quarter. The prayer-meeting 
held in connection withthe female school of wx own Church, 
and the schools attached to the Rev. Dr. Romeyn’s Church, 
has been continued; and at these meetings a Tract has been 
generally read, or an address delivered by a clergyman. The 
attention of the scholars has been twice directed to the im- 
portance of preparation for eternity: once on the occasion of 
the death of a female scholar, who appeared to die experi- 
encing the consolations of that religion wKich pours a ra- 
diance over the darkness of the tomb. At another time, on 
the sudden death of a late teacher.” 

Scuoot No. 2.—‘* We have great reason to congratulate 
ourselves upon the present state of our School. Peace has 
been restored, and regulations adopted, which we trust will 
be of lasting benefit. The Pastor, and several of the Elders 
of the Wall-street Church, have resdered essential services, 
and it is with pleasure and gratitude that we ac knowledge 
them; and here we cannot avoid observing how important ‘it 
is that Ministers of the Gospel, and the Elders of the different 
Churches to which the schools are attached, should be inter- 
ested in their cause.” 
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Scuoo, No. 3.—* Our prayer-meetings are continued 
among the parents of our scholars. ‘The one in connection 
with the Fermale School has been removed to the lecture-room 
of the Brick Church. It is not in our power to mention any 
recent interpositions of Divine mercy of a special character ; 
but as time advances, we are gratified to perceive that in re- 
gard to some, these meetings, through the blessing of heaven, 
have indeed produced the most important and happy results. 

* Ata recent communion of our Church, a public profession 
of faith in Christ was made by an individual, who for her expe- 
rience of picty, under God, is indebted to these circles of prayer ; 
and the mother of two of our scholars, converted through the 
instrumentality of the same means, but for the unhappy inter- 
ference and stern prohibition of an unbelieving husband, 
would, on that occasion, also have joined in the “fe llowship 
of the saints. 

Scuoor No. 5.—** We have distributed several Bibles and 
Testaments, besides a number of Hymn Books ee Tracts, 
which have been paid for in certificates ; and we believe that 
this plan of rewardjng has been of essential benefit to the 
School. 

* We continue our meetings for prayer and improy ement in 
our system of teaching, as noticed i in our last Report.” 

Scuoor No. 7.—* One coloured boy, aged 15, has 
died with the small pox. He had been but a short time in 
the school. ‘The state of his mind, at the approach of death, 
is not known, as his teacher was out of the city. He has gone 
to his final account, and will hereafter be a witness of our 
faithfulness, or our unfaithfulness to his immortal soul. = 
though it has been with us, a day of small things, yet, 
trust, some good has been done. 4 few of the chik lren ti i. 
norance and vice have received those instructions, which, with 
the blessing of God, will render them better members of soci- 
ety, while in this world; and we would rejoice in the hope, 
that they may be the means of their eternal salvation. 4 few 
of the children of the poor have set under the p reaching of 
that Gospel, which its Divine author, in a peculiar manner, 
intended should be preached to the poor: who might have 
died ignorant of a Saviour, ignorant that they were to exist be- 
yond the grave, until, when it was too late, the dreadful cer- 
tainty was disclosed to them. Encouraged by these reflec- 
tions, we will not sit still, and say, ‘ because we cannot do 
every thing, we will donothing.”” But, we desire, at however 
humble a distance, to be followers of those who have de- 
servedly been considered the benefactors of the poor.” 

Scnoor No. 8.—* Thankful to that Being who has com- 
manded us, ‘In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening 
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withhold not thine hand.’ we mention, that one of our scho- 
lars has recently professed to have experienced the divine re- 
ality of the promise, * Those that seek me early shall find 
me ;’? and appears to be living under the influence of this ex- 
perie nce. The prayer meetings established for the benefit of 
the School, are well attended. Much solemnity and devotion 
were manifested at the lastone. The operations of the Holy 
Spirit on the minds of those present, were sensibly felt; so 
that we have cause to believe that both teachers and scholars 
were blessed in this means of grace.” 

Scnoot No. 10—** Mr. Robert C. Barfe, our late 2d Super 
intendant, has left the duties of the School, but has left us an 
assurance of his being much interested in the success of that 

cause in which he was so long actively engaged; and that 
when circumstances will permit, he will return tothe pleasing 
task of directing the young in that path, in which the Spi 

of the Lord has been his guide, and, we trust, willever be his 
guard. 

“We have late ‘ly exercised the higher classes in Coleman’s 
questions on the New Testament ; : and think them well caleu- 
lated to advance the Scholars in an acquaintance with that 
Book which can make them *“ wise to salvation.” 

* The whole number of verses committed by the Scholars 
during the last quarter is 4,057, and we are much gratified to 
mention, that several boys who first learned the alphabet with 
us, have received Testaments purchased by their tickets for 
good behaviour and punctual attendance, and are now com- 
mitting portions of them to memory. 

** Since the commencementof our plan for allowing the Scho- 
lars to subscribe for books with money and tickets, the fol- 
lowing have been purchased by them, viz.—11 Bibles, 22 
Testaments, 12 Common prayer books, 40 Hymn books, 56 
of Ist part, and 9 of 2d part Spelling books. The whole 
amount of cash received is $18.16, which we pay over to 
those societies from which the books were colina received. 

“ Since the last quarterly report from the “ White Male 
Adult School,” 26 scholars from 16 to 71 years of age, of 
various nations and occupations, have been admitted ; 23 have 
been dismissed ; number remaining on the list 43. Of these 
from 6 to 18 attend. 

“The perseverance of some of the Scholars has enabled them 
to make considerable progress, while others have been care- 
less in their attendance, and consequently slow in their ad- 
vances. And although two, and sometimes three persons 
have been employed as visitors, to call in the absentees, and 
enlist recruits, still they have been able to make but little im- 
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pression on the hardened and ignorant multitude who infest 
the streets on the Lord’s day, and put to blush every friend of 
order, decorum, morality and religion. Infidelity, drunken- 
ness, swearing and lighting, whic h abound in some parts of 
the city, partic cularly on Sunday, demonstrate but too clearly 
the depravity of the actors, to whom daily accessions are 
making by the influx of indigent, corrupt, and ignorant fo- 
reigners. 

“New and more vigorous exertions are loudly called for, 
to counteract these growing evils; and we must beg the as- 
sistance of your prayers, that the Lord will prosper us in this 
undertaking.’ 

Scnoot No. 17.— A child not yet seven years of age, has 
in the course of the last month recited 218 verses, and has 
now a sullicient number of certificates to e ae him toa Bible. 
It perhaps would not be amiss here to add, that a premium 
was sometime since held up by the teacher of the class to 
which this youth belongs, lor the boy that should first com- 
mit to memory the Gospe of St. John, and it was on the 18th 
inst. presented to him, who in the course of a few months had 
learned it by heart, consisting of 879 verses, perfectly to the 
satisfaction of his teacher.” 

Scuoor No. 26,.—** The Teachers have derived much satis- 
faction from seeing several Scholars, after receiving a Bible 
and Testament as rewards, persevering with the same dili- 
gence and punctuality to procure others, for the purpose of 
bestowi ing them upon those who are destitute ;—they also feel 
it their duty to state, that several who originally commenced 
as Scholars, are now usetully discharging the duties of 
Teachers. 

“ They consider the School in a flourishing condition, and 
although they have no occurrence of particular interest to re- 
late, would add, that they are encouraged to proceed, believ- 
ing the instructions given and rece ived, are emphatically like 
that Charity which 1 is twice blessed, blessed to the giver and 
to the receiver.” 

Scnoot No. 28.— There have been 6 reward Testaments 
distributed to our boys, and we shall have the pleasure of 
calling on the Committee very shortly for 8 or 10 more. 

“We have also the happiness to state, in addition to the 
above, that we have seen some of our dear pupils brought, we 
believe, to a saving acquaintance with God, having yielded 
up their hearts to the leading of the Holy Spirit: 3 Boys and 
1 girl in the course of the last quarter, profess to have expe- 
rienced redemption through the blood of Christ ; that a bless- 
ed change has taken place i in them appears ev ident, by their 
serious deportment, and attention to their studies. We pray 
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God to keep them from the evils of the world, and enable 
them to live to his glory. 

“One of our Teachers has been visited by the chastening 
hand of his heavenly Father. The hours he spent in striving 
to lead the youthful mind to happiness, to heaven, aflorded 
him comfort and consolation while on a sick bed. 

“In a word, we say with pleasure, our school is prospering, 
we trust, in a work ot grace as well as in learning; and when 
we see the dear children, and hear them unite their little 
voices in hymning the praises of their Father and their God, 
we look forward with fond anticipation to that blissful ime 
wien we hepe to join them in that delightful song which shall 
never end.” 

Scuoot No. 29—“ The present number that regularly attend 

this school is about one hundred and fifteen; who have made 
considerable proficiency in their studies. Since the last re- 
port three of the Scholars have become Teachers ; none of 
whom, when they entered the School, were able to read; but 
now they are able to teach any class in the school. We have 
al present eighteen Teachers, seven of whom were scholars 
when the se hool was first formed.” 

Scnoot No, 34. (Coloured Adults.) —* Our S« holars are 
very attentive, and appear to feel the importance of learning 
to read the word of God; a number, we trust, are anxiously 
inquiring what they must do to inherit eternal life. 

* One of the number admitted last Sabbath is seventy-nine 
years of age, and was ignorant of the alphabet. | asked him 
his object in learning to read, he replied, that Christ had 

been made precious to his soul, and if he could learn to read 
-” Bible, he should know how to serve God better. Two or 

three of the Teachers give evidence of being concerned for 
thei ir immortal souls, and God grant that they may find “ peace 
in believing, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” We have great 
cause to b foes God, for his distinguished favours towards us. 
Behold the contrast, one year this day, and you beheld only 
five Seholars; since which, there have been admitted three 
hundred, and more than one hundred still remain. 

“God has blessed our fecble efforts, and his light will con. 
tinue to shine upon us, if our faith is in Him. 

“© let us pray for wisdom, ever remembering that we are 
but dust, and have no strength of ourown. Our dependanc: 
is upon God, and to Him we must give all the praise.” 

= TOS 
The Finsy Revport of the Paitapetraia Sunpay ano Apvi' 
Scuoor Union. 
(Concluded from page 117.) 
The combined School: of the Northern Liberties. 


Teachers 26, One vouth of 14 vears appears to haye ex 
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perienced saving benefit in attending the school. He is now 
a teacher. 
Sabbath School of the Fifth Presbyterian Church. 


A child not six years of age, has within a few months re- 
cited the gospel of Matthew. ‘Two appear to have become 
the subjects of a work of saving grace. About fifteen minutes 
before dismission, ordinarily spent in familiar conversation, 
has been attended with evident benefit to the pupils. 

Scnoot No. 2—coloured adults, contains 50 scholars. Se- 
veral pious persons have been taught to read in this school. 
Among others, one of 60, another of 80 years, totally ignorant 
of letters at the time of entering, can now read in the New 
Testament. 

Scnoot No. 3—at the United States’ Arsenal, recently 
established, contains 60 scholars. The encouragement is far 
beyond expectation. Some of the children walk more than 
a mile. Many of the neighbours manifest an interest in the 
undertaking. 

The superintendant of the arsenal has entertained the com- 
mittee in the most kind and hospitable manner. 


Male Sunday School of the Second Presbyterian Church. 


The present number of teachers is 12, and the scholars on 
the roll 100. Progress of the children gratifying. Two of 
them have been admitted into the communion of this church, 
having received, we trust, saving impressions in the school. 
Sixteen of the children have formed themselves into a praying 
society, and meet for religious exercises every Saturday even- 
ing. The order and solemnity of this meeting exceeds ex- 
pectation. 


The Female Sunday School of the Second Presbyterian Church, 


Formed Sept. 1815: the second in the city. Success has 
here exceeded the expectations of the founders. From the 
commencement of the school 633 pupils have entered: 116 
appear to be constant attendants. Progress has been rapid. 
Several of the elder girls have made an open profession of 
the Gospel. There is reason to think their first impressions 
were received through the means of grace enjoyed in the 
school. Premiums bestowed have operated very favourably 
as a stimulus to exertion. Very seldom have cases occurred 
in which, according to arule of the school, a ticket has been 
claimed as a penalty for misbehaviour. One scholar during 
the past year has been received as a teacher; has the charge 
of a class ; and has taken an active part in the opening of the 
school. 

There is in the school now an adult class, formed in conse- 
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quence of the entreaty of a woman of about thirty years of 
age, to be admitted as a scholar. She is now a communicant 
at the Lord’s table. 


St, Paul’s Church Sunday School. 


Two hundred scholars have entered since the opening of 
the school. Of these about one hundred nowattend. Great 
punctuality is observed in their attendance: as many as 96 
are sometimes present. This is to be ascribed to the prac- 
tice of the teachers, which is to visit in the week, all who 
were absent on the Sabbath. The progress of the scholars 
is good. Moral improvement has been as great as could be 
reasonably expected. The evidence of gracious influences 
is not wanting. Some of the most trifling and mischievous of 
the boys, have lately manifested by their behaviour, that their 
hearts were softened and their minds impressed. Some of these, 
unknown to their teachers, lately formed a prayer mecting, to 
be held weekly. They also attend other religious meetings, 
and evince a desire to cast in their lot with the people of God. 

Several of the more experienced brethren address the chil- 
dren on the Sabbath. The number of members at present 
attached to the society, is twelve. Of these, only two had 
made a public profession of the gospel. when the school was 
established ; since that time all, except two, have publicly ac- 
knowledged the Lord Jesus as their Lord and Master. 


Sansom Street Sunday School Society. 

The children show an eager desire to read the word of God. 
About 60 boys, and 40 girls, read with facility: the rest are 
gaining fast. 

To prevent any from withholding themselves from the 
school for want of clothes, the destitute have been supplied 
gratuitously by the Sansom Street Dorcas Society. 

One scholar appears to have been made a subject of the 
renewing grace of the spirit of God. He has made a public 
profession of his faith, by baptism, and joined the hemes 
Others are impressed, a flere to be inquiring “ the way 
to Zion.” 


Sabbath School Society of the Second Reformed Dutch Church. 


The school commenced with 130, and now has !55, scho- 
lars: 65 male, and 90 female children, under 17 teachers. 

The Report states a confident belief, that there are yet 
hundreds of children loitering in the lanes and alleys of the 
city on the Sabbath, that might be collected into Sunday 
schools. The promoters of this school have triumphed : may 
others “* go and do likewise.” 
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Canaan Society School. 


The Report speaks favourably of the progress and deport- 
ment of the scholars, but laments that so little of saving benefit 
appears to be the result of their labours. Would to God, that 
Jamentation of this kind did but more abound. “ Set a mark 
on the men that sigh and cry.” “ As soon as Zion travailed, 
she brought forth her children.” “1 will yet for these things 
be inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them, saith 


the Lord.’ 
First Adult School Society. 


This Society was formed in 1815, by an association of seven 
females, and, though not the first attempt, yet is the first so- 
ciety established to instruct adults gratuitously. 

At first there was but one solitary learner; but as she was 
pious, and had long been praying for the means of instruction, 
the society were encouraged to persevere. In thirty lessons 
she learned to read easy passages of scripture, though she 
did not know the alphabet w hen she began. It was not the 
smallest reward of her teachers, to witness the powerful effect 
of every promise or threatening on her mind. 

From this small beginning, the society were obliged to limit 
their scholars to 100. At present the number is full, and the 
number of the teachers is 24. 

At first a reformation of conduct was visible ; but now in- 
stances of conviction and subsequent conversion are no longer 
anovelty. ‘The teachers are often called on to converse with 
those who are awakened to a sense of their sins, or are made 
to hear the joyful tidings that one and another is ready to pro- 
fess faith in Christ, who have been either awakened or aided 
in their resolutions by their attendance in the Adult School. 
Three instances of this kind have recently occurred. In one 
case, a female, under deep concern for her soul, assured her 
teacher, she was afraid to shut her eyes in sleep at night, for 
fear she should awake in hell. Another, on a sick bed, ac- 
knowledged the justice of God in her afflictions, and expressed 
her entire submission in terms, which induce the hope, that 
she is the subject of saving grace. Another, with the sim- 
— of a child, asked, why she felt as if every one was 

etter than hers elf, “| am such a sinner,” she said, “ I 
shall never get any better.”? The question was put to her, 

‘And do you love the Lord Jesus Christ and bis people ?” 
“ O yes.” she replied, “ but I want instruction.”? ‘“ And are 
you grieved,” it was rejoined, ‘* when you see those who sin 
against him?’ “ Yes, that | am,” was the reply. Such are 
the fruits which animate the society to persevere. 
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Feb. 28, 1818, this society began a school for coloured 
women. There is a committee of six teachers every evening, 
and 53 learners. This is considered a branch of the original 
institution. 

Sabbath School Society of Bridgetown, 
(Cumberland county, New-Jersey.) 


The spirit breathed in this Report is such, as leaves the 
Union nothing to desire but its universal prevalence. A 
warm heart, a judicious mind, and an active hand, well be- 
come those who serve the Redeemer in the business of Sun- 
day schools. 


Auxiliary Evangelical Society. 


At present there are under the direction of the Society six 
schools, containing about 680 children, and from 30 to 50 
adults. ‘The plan of instruction in these schools, is similar to 
that of the Evangelical Society, except reciting from the Old 
Testament instead of the New, to prevent interference with 
the Sunday schools. 

Scuoot No. 1—situated in Callowhill street, near Front, 
contains 60 girls. Boys were admitted, but excluded after- 
ward on account of damage done the desks, &c. in the school 
room. Attendance punctual: recitations considerable : chil- 
dren much interested. 

Scuoot No. 2—near the banks of Schuylkill. This school 
contains above 90 children, and 12 adults onan average. A 
special blessing appears to have followed exertions in this 
place. Two women have been brought from darkness and 
distress of mind to the light and hope of the gospel. Four 
young men, likewise, appear to be the subjects of pious affec- 
tons. 

Scnoort No. 3—at the corner of Race and Juniper streets, 
is composed of about 200 children, and from 15 to 20 adults. 
Large portions of scripture are committed to memory in this 
school, especially by the girls. Here also the labours of the 
society have been attended with spiritual blessings. The 
Lord has been pleased to open the hearts of the children. 
Seven have united themselves to the visible church of Christ 
by a public profession. The neighbours, drawn by curiosity 
to attend the school, have, in several instances, been con- 
vinced of sin, and appear to have fled to the refuge of the 
Gospel. A good work is still going on. 

Scnoon No. 4—in Cypress coart, below Spruce and Fourth 
streets, contains about 150 children. In this school there has 
been an apparent work of the Spirit of God. Several of the 
scholars have voluntarily given up their balls and parties of 
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pleasure, not from the persuasion of their teachers, but from a 
conviction of their inconsistency with the religion of Christ. 
As many as ten appear to have their hearts softened by divine 
grace, and their faces directed toward Zion. More scripture 
is recited in this school than in any of the others; in less 
than one quarter, the recitations ot three children taken to- 
gether amounted to 6588 verses. 

Scnoon No. 5—at the corner of Pine and Second streets, 
in the Newmarket Court House: cluldren 120. Here too, 
pious exertions are apparently notin vain. The children are 
generally attentive to the religious addresses directed t) them : 
one child exhibits evidence of a renewed mind. Tue atten- 
tion to reci‘ations is good. 

Scroot No. 6—in Seventh street below Shippen, ts for 
coloured children, and contains 55 boys, mostly sweeps. 
They are truly rude and uncultivated ; but one class, consist- 
ing of ten scholars, can read the Testament. Many of them, 
notwithstanding their unpromising appearance, evince a ca- 
pacity for improvement not to be despised. More rapid im- 
provement has not been witnessed in any school than here. 

The Report dwells with emphasis on the benefit derived to 
the schools, from the pious exhortations addressed to the chil- 
dren by “ an aged servant of our Lord Jesus Christ.” To his 
Jabours, as the medium, are ascribed those precious influences, 
which have animated and crowned the endeavours of the 
* Auxiliary Evangelical Society.””. On sucha sight, indeed, 
it is natural for the eye to linger. There is something in- 
describably sweet in the mellow beams of a declining sun. 
Such are the later days of the aged saint. when all the re- 
maining light of life is poured on the path that conducts to 
heaven; when, like the fruitful tree, ripened in grace, and 
laden with fruits of righteousness, the long-tried Christian 
bends to instruct and sanctify the tender mind. If ever an- 
gels pause with pleasure in this unhappy world, it is, we may 
presume, when they behold infancy thus brought by age, and 
placed in the arms of the Re‘eemer. 

Thus, brethren, we are ; resented with a summary view of 
most of the schools and societies composing our Union. Were 
no other benefit contemplated in the act of our association, 
than the annual pleasure of such a review, surely our union 
could never be justly deemed unprofitable. We cannot doubt 
whether an important part of the enjoyment of heaven consists 
in a comprehensive and accurate view of the state and pro- 
gress of the Redeemer’s kingdom amongst men; and surely 
this cannot be in a low degree interesting to those, among 
whom he is erecting his kingdom, and who profess to be ite 
immediate subjects. 
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But we are not merely pleased, we are encouraged by such 
a review. What has actually been effected by Sunday 
Schools, is now certainly known to be practicable. Incredu- 
lity herself must assent. Exertions that have been made, we 
know can be repeated and increased. Experience will fa- 
cilitate execution, System, zeal, and perseverance, will, with 
the divine blessing, accomplish all we desire. 

lu view of our arduous but pleasing work, brethren of the 
Sunday and Adult School Union, the managers cannot better 
close their report, thin by using the fervent language of an 
apostle: ‘ Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord : for 
asmuch as ye know your labour ts not in vain in the Lord.” 


[Many of our readers have requested particular information re- 
specting the mode of conducting Sabbath Schools. In addition to 
what we have already published on this subject, we now, with 
great pleasure, insert the Constitution and System of internal re- 
gulation of the Philadelphia Sunday and Adult School Union. We 
shall in a future number insert the rules of other Unions, that 
Teachers may have the opportunity of comparing them, and se- 
Jecting such parts as they may think best adapted to their peculiar 
circumstances. ] 

CONSTITUTION, 
PREAMBLE. 

To cultivate unity and Christian charity among those of 
different names ; to ascertain the extent of gratuitous instruc- 
tion in Sunday and Adult Schools ; to promote their establish- 
ment in the city, and in towns and villages in the country ; 
give more effect to Christian exertion in general; and to 
encourage and strengthen each other in the cause of the Re- 
deemer, the Sunday and Adult School Societies of the city and 
suburbs of Philadelphia, agree to associate, under the title of 
© The Sunday and Adult School Union,” subject to the pro- 
visions of the following articles : 

ARTICLE I. 

This Society shall be composed of the members of such 
School societies as pay Three Dollars, and individuals who 
pay One Dollar annually, in advance. Donors of Twenty 
Dollars shall be members for life. 

ART. Il. 

The business of this Society shall be conducted by a Board 
of Managers, to consist of twelve; who shall be elected at 
every annual meeting of the Society, by ballot; and of two 
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representatives from each School socicty, to be elected by 
them individually previous to the annual meeting. 

Clergymen of the different denominations, whose School 
societies are attached to the Union, shall be honorary members 
of the board, and have a right to vote on all questions. 


ART. Ill. 
The Managers shall have power to make By-Laws for 
their own government, provided they are not incompatible 
with this constitution. 
The Managers shall also have power to fill any vacancies 
which may occuramong those elected by the Society. 


ART. IV. 

The officers of this Society shall consist of a President, four 
Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording 
Secretary, and a Treasurer, who shall be elected by thé Board 
of Managers, on the first day succeeding the annual meeting : 
vacancies in either of which offices shall be supplied by a 
special election. 

ART. V. 

It shall require two-thirds of the Managers present at a 

stated meeting, to admit a society into the Union. 
ART. VI. 

The annual meeting of the Socicty shall be held on the 
evening of the first Tuesday after the 20th May. Spccial 
mectings may be called by the President, or in his absence, 
by either of the Vice-Presidents, at the request of six Mana- 
gers. 

Twenty members assembled at the time and place of meet- 
ing, shall constitute a quorum for the transacting of business. 


ART. VII. 

Should the funds of the Society increase to an amount more 
than adequate to meet the expenditures, the Managers shall 
place the surplus at interest, in such a manner as two-thirds 
of them may think proper; provided, however, that School 
societies, who may be in want of pecuniary assistance, may 
be aided by donations, or loans free of interest, at the discre- 
tion of the Board. 

ART. VIII. 

By the concurrence of two-thirds of the Managers present 
at any meeting of the Board, books, &c. may be purchased. 
or published for the use of Sunday and Adult schools ; with 
the exception of such as treat on disputed points of doctrine. 
catechisms excepted. 

ART. IX. 
A place of deposit shall be provided, where School societies 


may receive books, &c. at such prices as the Managers may 
determine. 
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ART. X. 

One month previous to the annual meeting, each School 
society shall report in writing, to the Corresponding Secreta- 
ry, the state and progress of their respective schools ; from 
which the Board of Managers shall form a general report, to 
lay before the annual meeting of the Society. 

ART. XI. 

The Treasurer shall give bond, with security to be ap- 
proved by the Board of Managers, in the penal sum of one 
thousand dollars, conditioned for the faithful performance of 
his trust. 

ART. XII. 

This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting 
of the Society, with the concurrence of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present. 


A system for the Internal Regulation of Sunday Schools. 


The want of system in the management of most of the Sun- 
day Schools in this city, and the repeated calls from the coun- 
try fora plan to regulate their schools, have induced the Sun- 
day and Adult School Union to lay before you a system for 
your consideration. Great care has been taken to simplify 
the rules given, so that no difficulty should occur in bringing 
them into operation. We have examined the plans of New- 
York, New-Jersey, and this city ; and have endeavoured to 
embody in this system all the various improvements made by 
these societies. It would be well if Sunday Schools could be 
conducted without rewards of a pecuniary nature, but we find 
that impracticable ; it therefore becomes us, as they are sup- 
ported principally by the charity of others, to make use of 
articles of little value, and to make the punishments consist 
in the forfeiture of them. We have recommended the tickets 
now in use, as they aflord more encouragement to children, 
and present less difficulty to the teacher than any method of 
rewards we have seen. 

We would not presume to circumscribe the sphere of our 
fellow labourers within the exact limits of the rules we re- 
commend ; for we are well convinced that the teacher who is 
faithful to his class, finds that only a small part of his duty 
can be expressed in positive rules. He does not bestow his 
labour as one who has a right to withhold it, or consider that 
he may remit his exertions when he has performed the regu- 
lar routine established. 

Classing the School.—The children should be formed into 
four classes, and the classes into sections of ten each. 

The first class should be composed of those who read in 
fhe Testament. 
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The second, of those who read indifferently. 

The third, of those who are unable to read, but who can 
spell in two or more syllables. 

The fourth, of those in the alphabet, and one syllable.~ 
(See the form of class paper, page 152.) 

Books.—For the first class, the New Testament and Cate- 
chisms. 

For the second class, the Sunday School Spelling-Book 
and Hymns. 

For the third class, the Sunday School Spelling-Book. 

For the fourth class, Alphabetical Cards. 

Duties of Children.—The first class should recite in the 
morning from the New Testament that portion committed to 
memory during the past week, after which read a chapter or 
two, and attend to the instruction given by the teacher. 

In the afternoon, recite Catechism, answer questions from 
the same, read and spell from the Testament. 

The second class, in the morning, should read in the Spel- 
ling-Book, study the spelling lessous, spell out of the book, 
and attend to religious Instruction. 

Afternoon, varied only by reciting hymns first, and less 
reading. 

The third class should be employed in spelling, frequent- 
ly changing from spelling in the book to words given out by 
the teacher, having previously studied each lesson while in 
school. Books to be closed some time previous to dismis- 
sion, and attention given to religious instruction. 

The fourth class should be taught the alphabet and words 
of one syllable. A portion of time must be spent in attend- 
ing to religious instruction. 

Rewards.—Tickets formed by printing select passages of 
scripture on pasteboard, with red and black ink, as now used 
in the schools, we recommend as most likely to answer the 
purpose designed. 

The first class should be rewarded for recitations only, 
viz. for every six verses of scripture, one blue ticket—for 
every page of catechism, one blue ticket. 

The second class, for being present at roll call, one blue 
ticket, and for every hymn recited, one blue ticket. 

The third and fourth classes, for punctual attendance, one 
blue ticket, and for good behaviour during the day, one. 

Six blue tickets should be equal to one of red, and one red 
ticket equal to halfa cent in value. 

The tickets shall be redeemed every three months with 
religious books and tracts, suited to the capacities of children. 
The children should receive a tract on the last Suaday af- 
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ternoon of each month, whether able to read or not; (their 
parents can read them.) ‘This present should be considered 
exclusively as a reward for good behaviour in church. 

Punishments.—Children of the first class absent at roll call, 
forfeit one blue ticket. 

For neglecting to recite a lesson, one blue ticket. 

lor absence from school during the morning or afternoon 
without a satisfactory excuse, two blue tickets. 

For bad behaviour in church, one for each time. 

For general bad behaviour during the month, receive no 
tract. 

The second, third, and fourth classes, for absence morning 
or afternoon, forfeit one blue ticket. 

For bad behaviour in school, one. 

For bad behaviour in church, one. 

For bad behaviour during the month, receive no tract. 

Duties of Teachers.— Teachers should be punctual in their 
attendance at the appointed time of opening the school; keep 
a roll containing the names of their children, in whieh should 
be noted their attendance and progress in learning. Whena 
child is absent for one Sabbath, the teacher of his class snould 
wait upon his parents, and ascertain the cause of absence, 
and report to the superintendant on the succeeding Sabbath. 
Jt is also their special duty to impress upon the minds of the 
children the necessity of repentance tows irds God, and faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. The time not oceupied in hearin 
the recitations should be devoted to this object. And after 
the exercises of the school are concluded, they should take 
charge of their respective divisions, lead them into church, 
and sit with them during divine service. 

Superintendant’s duty. —The superintendant should call the 
roll of teachers at the appointed time ; cause the school to be 
opened by prayer, and concluded by singing or prayer ; keep 
a book, in which shall be arranged. in alplhi tbetical order, the 
names of the scholars admitted, place of residence, and time 
of admission; class the children according to their proficien- 
cy; appoint teachers to the respective divisions ; see that the 
rules and regulations are particularly observed ; keep mi- 
nutes of the transactions of the school, and report the same at 
the stated meetings of the society. 

Penalties. —A teacher absent at roll call shall forfeit 124 
cents. If unavoidably prevente ‘d from attending, must pro- 
vide a substitute or forfeit 25 cents. For not reporting the 
reason of the absence of children, 125 cents. Superintend- 
ant’s fines double. 

Note.—An address should be delivered to the children, 
once a month, and the parents invited to attend. 
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Extract from the Report of the Union Committee of the Sun- 
day Schools of the Three Baptist Societies in Boston. 


IT was in June, 1816, that the females of the Third Baptist 
Church and Congregation, formed the first Sunday School in 
this town. Since that time they have admitted 157 children ; 
rising of 6O of whom, constitute their present school. 

In the month of July, their example was followed by the 
females of the Second Church and Congregation, who have 
received in the whole 133; about 60 of the number remain at 
the present time. 

The females of the First Church and Congregation insti- 
tuted their school the August following, and have received 
87; of whom 75 remain; making the aggregate number of 
females admitted into the three schools, 377; of whom rising 
of 200, continue to the present time. 

The first Sunday School for the instruction of indigent boys 
ind male adults, commenced in the Third Church and Con- 
eregation in July, 1816, and closed in November following. 
It was opened again on the first Sabbath in April of the pre- 
sent year, with about 100 boys ; 70 of whom have continued 
in the school during the summer past. 

On the first of September, 1816, the Sunday School for the 
instruction of indigent male children was formed in the First 
Church and Congregation, which continued till April last, when 
a school having been proposed by the males of the Second 
Church and Society, a new Constitution was adopted in each 
of the Schools, and further exertions made. The whole num- 
ber of boys admitted into the school of the First Church and 
Congregation, is upwards of 100. The present number is 70, 
The male school of the Second Church and Congregation 
commenced in April last with sixty boys; it has since in- 
creased to 76. 

From this brief survey of the schools, it appears that since 
the first of June, 1816, 643 children have been received into 
the schools of these three Baptist Societies ; besides which a 
large number of coloured children have been united in a 
school in the African Soc iety, at West Boston, and upwards 
of five hundred in schools of other denominations. 

[We are happy to add the following account of the Sunday 
School for children of colour, furnished by the Rev. 
Thomas Paul, Pastor of the African Church, Belknap- 
street. | 

An attempt was made to establish a Sunday School for chil- 
dren of colour in the African Mceting-house in Belknap-street 
in the month of November, 1816, 
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The vreatest difficulty at first arose from the want of suita- 
ble persons who would condescend to attend with and instruct 
the children. But the Lord, who has all hearts an his hands, 
soon removed this difficulty. Two ladies of respectability, 
one from England and the other of this town, vol intarily of- 
fere: J their services, to unite with a worthy young ge ‘utleman 
inthis self-denying labour. At first the number of children 
was about 29; from that, it has gra !ially increased to 30 and 
50, and on some days as many as {0 hive attended, 

A number of them knew not a letter in the alphabet when 
they entered the school; the rest could read but a little. The 
improvement they have made exceeds our most sanguine €x- 
pectations. The alteration alrea: ly visible in that part of the 
town where they reside, cannot fail to give great satisfaction 
to the public. 

Instead of being in the streets the whole of the Sabbath, 
blaspheming the name of God, fighting, pitching cents, &c. 
the children are in school at the ringing of the first bell, and 
such is the anxiety of some of them to attend that if their pa- 
rents are late about their breakfast, they will go without ra- 
ther than not be in season; and if any thing prevents them 
from attending, they weep as though they had lost some dear 
friend. So great is the silence and re; gularity which the 
school has been the means of introducing on the Sabbath, 
that persons who have been accustomed to pass near the Af- 
rican Me eting-house during the hours of instruction and di- 
vine worship, could scarcely believe they were in the same 
streets. 

Such is the improvement of some of the children, that they 
can read the Bible with accuracy, and some of them have 
committed whole chapters to memory, and are capable 
of repeating them out of the Bible withont missing a word. 
Many of them have committed to memory the whole of their 
catechism, their morning and evening prayers, and a number 
of hymns, suited to their infant minds, and the tunes annexed 
to them; and are able to sing them with so much accuracy 
that their parents and hundreds of adults who have called at 
different times, could not refrain from weeping when they 
heard them sing. 

Instances have been known in which some of these children, 
when ministers have called to visit their sick parents who 
were unable to read, have been found sitting by their bed- 
side reading the blessed Bible, and both of them in tears. 
We have reason to believe that the seed thus sown will be 
productive of fruit unto eternal life, and that out of the mouths 
of babes and sucklings God will ordain praise. 
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The gratitude that swells the bosom of both parents and 
children to those ladies and the young gentlemen, who have 
stooped so low as to have compassion on them when ignorant 
and out of the way, will never be erased. Our prayer to 
God is, that he who ate and drank with publicans and sinners, 
and who took littl children in his arms and blessed them, 
will crown them with his favour in this life, and with the glory 
of himself in the life to come. 


A short Sketch of the History of Sabbath Schools in Middlebury. 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


It conduces nota little to the beauty of religion to reflect 
that amid her various operations, the same principle yuides 
and animates the whole. All aim at the glory of God, the 
salvation of the soul. Surely then. the spirit of religion is 
the spiritof love. It inspires the veterans of the cross to ex- 
ert every faculty to secure its triumphs. 

And how manifestly does this prince iple of love appear in 
the institution of schools for the relivious instruction of those 
who bear the stamp upon their forehe ad, no man care th for our 
souls. Few institutions of a religious nature contribute more 
to the advancement of the Redeeiner’s kingdom than Sabbath 
Schools. It Is sowing the seed of grace in the spring of life. 
And that God who inclined the pious soul to cast in the seed, 
can, and we humbly hope will, abundantly water the tender 
germ with refreshing showers. Guided as we trust by pure 
philanthropy, and in obedience to the injunction of our lene 
ed Master, ** Feed my lambs.” schools were instituted in this 
place, in October, 1815. The schools in this place took 
their rise from a letter directed to the Philade ‘Iphian Society 
of Middlebury College, by the Theological Society at Prince- 
ton, N. J. in which letter it was recommended to the mem- 
bers of the society to establish Sabbath Schools. The pro- 
position was cordially embraced and entered into with much 
engagedness. After “deliberating upon the subject a short 
time, the Society appointed instructors to three schools, the 
Eastern, Middle and Western. At the first church meetin 
in November, a committee was appointed to take the pe 
superintendance. Our first mecting was very encourag.ng. 
Children flocked in from the different quarters of the village, 
and soon our schools became somewhat organized, and high- 
ly interesting. 

The plan then adopted was to award one blue thicket for 
every four verses rec ited, and a red ticket for every forty. 
An account was kept of the scripture recited, and at the ex- 
piration of three me the tickets were redeemed by books. 
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This plan we continued to pursue with considerable success, 
till October 1817. The children were then divided into 
classes of eight, and each class assigned to the care of one 
person. By this change the schools became more methodi- 
cal, and at the same time greatly beneficial to the children. 
In December, 1817, it was ‘deemed expedient to form a So- 
ciety for the support and encouragement of the schools. 
This has been accomplished, and we now conceive our 
schools to be founded upon a firm basis. We would here 
remark that the pious students of College liberally came for- 
ward and devoted their time to the interest of the rising gener- 
ation. They have borne from the commencement, and still 
continue to bear the labours of the schools. We are happy 
in having it in our power to lay before the public a brief 
statement of facts relative to the progress of the schools. The 
Eastern has always been the smallest of the three ; but their 
numbers are quite encouraging, being 60 who are much en- 

gaged, and appear anxious to treasure up in their memory 
the precious word of God. During the three last sabbaths, 
they recited 5730 verses. This school has within a few 
weeks increased considerably, and is in a flourishing state. 
The Middle schoo] was originally the largest, but at present 
their numbers are less than at the Western school. There 
are on the managers’ book 68, though at any one meeting, 
not more than 55 have been present. They give great at- 
tention tothe scriptures, and are desirous to meet the appro- 
bation of their instructors. During the last six weeks, they 
have recited 10502 verses. This school is gradually in- 
creasing, and we hope by the blessing of God will become 
eminently instrumental of good. ‘The Western school was 
formerly in point of numbers between the other two, but at 
present, there are on the managers’ book, 93, who are for 
the most part punctual; though 81 has been the largest num- 
ber present at one time. ‘The school within eleven weeks, 
has increased from 52 to 98. During eleven weeks, 
with an average of 63 scholars, there have been 29,639 verses 
recited. The children in general recite with accuracy, and 
are much engaged in learning the scriptures. We will state 
one or two cases. A little girl about ten years old, in nine 
weeks, committed and recited 1208 verses. Another near 
the same age, in ten weeks recited 1366 verses; and a third. 
in ten weeks recited 1530 verses. All these attend a school 
during the week. We could mention more instances, but it 
is unnecessary. We cannot but pronounce this as well as 
the other schools, to be in a flourishing condition. The 
number of children in all the schools at present is 226. The 
amount of verses recited in the times above stated, is 45,871. 
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in the above statement we behold only the parent institution ; 
for from this many have branched out. We lament that it does 
not lie within the sphere of our knowledge on this subject to 
give the precise number of schools that have taken their rise 
from these. 

Christian reader, before we lay aside our pen, one word 
to you. If you love the cause of religion, ** go and do like- 
wise.’ Go and gather together those who are profaning 
ithe Lord’s day, even in their childhood, and train them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.’? Go and sever from 
among the rubbish, souls that must shine for ever as stars in 
the kingdom of glory. Go to the sacred oracles of God, and 
obey your Saviour’s voice “ Feed my lambs.” Go, and may 
God speed you in your course. Reader, hast thou a child ? 
and can you refuse to instruct him in the ways of true reli- 
gion? Your duty is plain before you. Are you punctual in 
rendering the youthful mind of your child acquainted with the 
leading truths of the bible? Are you faithful in leading this 
clrild to the Throne of Grace ? If not, your duty towards your 
child and your God is still unfinished. Do you feel an anxie- 
ty about your child? Behold the doors of the Sabbath School 
stand open to receive all that will come to learn the way to 
life. How many parents, alas, that do not even evince the 
least anxiety about the souls of their children! Wretched 
immortals! the blood of their souls will be required at your 
hands. Tremble then, lest the vengeance of God fall upon 
you. Ifyou have neglected the duty you owe your children, 
arise and immediately commence the long neglected work. 
Teach them the fear of the Lord ; for this is the beginning of 
wisdom. Show them the Sabbath Schools ; direct their early 
footsteps in the ways of wisdom, and exert all your influence 
to stop the injury you may have done them in former days. 
But some may think that all is accomplished, when they have 
sent their tender offspring to the Sabbath Schools. Erring 
mortal! your work has but just commenced. When your 
child leaves your habitation for the school, do you retire to 
your closet, and there most fervently implore the blessing of 
God upon the labours of those who instruct. For until you 
anxiously long and pray for a blessing upon the means used, 
you have no serious regard for the eternal welfare of your 
children. Then mock the Lord no more with the form with- 
out the substance, but do resolve that in future you will im- 
portunately supplicate the Throne of Mercy in behalf of the 
Sabbath Schools. And then, when parents and instructors 
shall unite in this work of love, we may with confidence ex- 
pect that the Lord will pour us out a blessing. O! then be 
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earnest that the Lord would cause the north and south winds 
to blow upon our little gardens of grace, and make the spices 
to flow out abundantly, and that a goodly number of these 
little plants may be taken from the desert of sin and misery, 
and planted in the garden of the Lord. 


EXTRACTS 
From An Appresst ‘he Members and Friends of the Bath Sunday 
School Union, delivered at Walcot-Chapel, Bath, January 18, 
1818, on the occasion of the Death of Mr. Samuel Whtchurch, 
Joint Secretary of the Union; By Tuowas Roperrs, A M. 


** 1] was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame I was a 
father to the poor; and the cause which I knew not, I searched 
out.”? Job xxix. 15, 16. 

** This delineation of character is as extensive as the sphere of 
social benevolence, exhibiting the lovely deeds of sweet compas- 
sion, aud the strenuous exertions of the most laudable philanthropy, 
in bebalf of the miserable, the indigent, and the friendless. 

** And was not our late highly esteemed triend a complete prac- 
tical exposition of this scripture? His life wasa legible comment 
written in illustrious characters, known and r.ad of all men, and 
especially in reference to this Sunday School Union. But he was 
more than all that is comprehended in this language. There are 
many planetary movements in the solar system; and there is a 
sun, the light, the life, the soul of all. Not only—be it particu- 
larly impressed on our minds,— did our dear friend possess the 
feeling heart and the rational mind of a Man, in relation to the 
universal society of his species,—but he enjoyed the vital power 
of godtiness, and exhibited the virtues of the Curistian, harmo- 
nising with ail the members of our common Father’s family. De- 
riving good and perfect gifts, ho!y and heavenly graces trom the 
Father of lights, he was illuminated, quickened, and impelled by 
an influence, without which we can do nothing—worth the doing. 

* Mr. Whitchurch’s character was formed by religious principle. 
Hence it obtained a Justre and permanence pot to be derived from 
an inferior source. Bu: of what kind was bis religion’? Even of 
that kind, and | believe of that kind only, which the Bible owns. 
Neither works without faith ; ; nor fuith without works; but FaiTH 
WHICH WORKLT! BY Love.” —Pages 5, 6. 

*‘In reflecting on the character of our late friend, we perceive 
ttiat, asa man, he possessed parts of more than an ordinary kind. 
‘He had by nature those qualities that form the substratua of real 
excellence. Common sense is the basis of all. ‘This he exhibited 
Jn no sma!! measure, by discovering on every occasion a strong, 
sound, and sober mid. His heart was influenced by such feel- 
ings as were sensible and lively, giving in conversation, a sufficient, 
but not an indecorous ardour to bis sentiments. His manners, 
marked by an amiable correctness, strengthened his mental en- 
dowments, and they were turther secured and maintained by pa- 
tience and unwearied. perseverance. 
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« These qualities he never permitted to remain dormant, but 
brought them into practical operation, From bis early days be 
was not only in the regular practice, but had acquired in an emi- 
nent degree, the habit of indefatigable research. This habit be- 
came an intense excitement to the exercise of his powers, and led 
him on in the pursuit of still more vaiuable excellencies During 
his apprenticeship be read much, and acquired the art of steno- 
grapby, writing among other things, the whole of Dr. Watts’s 
Hymns and Psalms, in short hand ; and to tl yursuits in which he 
hi:nself so ardently engaged, he as ardently, timulated others, tor 
which some in this assembly, even now, thanktully express their 
obligation. 

** This love of research was the principal occasion of his going 
into the Royal Navy, tor which be had an early predilection. He 
wished to see, and know, and learn But atler a tew years, his 
* Nautic Adventures” gave place to the industrious and respect- 
able occupations of a citizen, How his character was maintained 
in that department of life, the applauding voice of this great city, 
‘brough all the gradations of society, bears honourable testimony. 
All mourn the loss of Him whose respectable conduct in his sphere, 
reflected honour on the place of his residence ; whose wisdom and 
prudence were appreciated in our municipal courts; and whose 
uprightness, even persons who were hostile to each other, never 
deemed a subject capable of exciting suspicion.” —Pages tl, 12, 

“« He had a good taste on subjects of literature, particularly 
poetry. He was himself a poet. But be aspired not to the higher 
walks of poesy He has furnished specimens of his powers of exe- 
cution, which have been favourably received by the public. He 
was not without a creative imagination, and most of his poetry ts 
warm with pure heart-born sentiment. His Nautic ‘Tales are 
pleasing and interesting, particularly to the pious reader. Some 
lines, and even paragraphs, might rank with many of the most de- 
scriptive and touching strokes of Falconer. Among many other 
passages, perhaps the ice-bound ship during a polar winter might 
be instanced His Sunday School, not to be forgotten by us, ob- 
tained the prize offered by a gentleman zealously attached to 
Sunday School instruction, for the best poem on that important 
subject. The Sunday School will endear the memory ot its author 
to all who appreciate the benefits of education among the poor, 
and will give him a distinguished niche in the undecaving temple 
of philanthropy, when the statue of many a poet will in vain b 
searched for, amid the mouldering ruins of the temple of fame. , 

‘** But we are called upon more particularly to view our |, 
dear friend iv connexion with this institution. Immediately %u 
the formation of the Union, we all, as by an involuntary instinct, 
fixed our eyesonhim. He, of all others, we judged the best to be 
the golden link in the fraternal chain. We believed his charity 
would be the bond of perfectness. No hesitation, withheld for one 
moment, the universal consent to his appointment as joint secre- 
tary with his zealous and indefatigable colleague, and this import- 
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ant office he discharged with wisdom and prudence, blended with 
liberality, zeal, and activity. That our warmest anticipations 
were fully realized, I need only recal to your recollection the 
pleasing circumstances attendant on our various public meetings, 
and which were amply confirmed in our printed reports, Let me 
only mention how the Union, under the blessing ot Heaven, has 
prospered, since its formation in March, 1813, when the number 
of children in the Uys n was about 1000. The increase ot children 
in the schools bela 2 to the city of Bath only, since the com- 
mencement is 300. “Shout 55 new schools have been opened, 
containing 3,153 scholars. Adults admitted into the schools, 
1,241, of whom 265 remain under tuition; the rest, for the most 
part, having been sufficiently instructed to be able to read the 
Scriptures. ‘There are 88 teachers in the Adult Schools, and in 
the whole Union about 500. Total of children, adults, and teach- 
ers 5,306. About 5.000 Bibles and Testaments, and many thou- 
sand tracts, have been circulated in the schools.”—Pages 13, 14, 15. 
‘** We hasten to the closing scene of this valuable life. Though 
he had been visited by the harbingers of death many months prior 
to the attack which confined him to his bed, yet was it not even 
then, nor indeed till a short time previous to his removal from us, 
that fatal consequences were apprehended. But both body and 
mind were rapidly and extremely debilitated. The corruptible 
body weighed down the incorruptible mind, so that there was 
evidently a great prostration of all the animal and mental powers. 
But his spiritual frame was tranquil, though not joyous. To bis 
dear wife, who was to him a real helper in the Lord, he said, in 
allusion to his weakeess, ‘* You must pray for.me now.” She re- 
plied, ‘‘ | hope you ieel able to pray for yourself. ’’ He said, ‘* So 
great is my weakness, I can now only justsay, Save Lord, or I 
perish! God be merciful to me asinner!” At one time he observ- 
ed, ‘* As to life and this world, | am now helpless and hopeless.” 
Mrs. Whitchurch said, ‘* But you are not hopeless as to the better 
world ? You can look to the Saviour.” ‘O! (he replied) there is 
allmyjhope.” Mentioning, at another time, his very great weak- 
ness or body and mind, ‘‘ 1 have no memory (he said) for any 
thing :| but this verse I thiuk upon, and can repeat, 
y “In the world of endless tuin, 
} a 1er snc 
~~ , ** For < tadot Savio ‘aid.”—Pages 20, 21. 
hat When the final moment drei near, nature gently sunk. The silver 
vas loosed, and the vital fountain failed, the spirit passed the portals 
de | mortality’, and we doubt not was welcomed by a voice from heaven, 
az, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord :—while even on earth, 
thé Spirit unites his testimony, by the manifestation of his graces, in their 
genuine and beneficial effects among men. Yea: for they rest from their 
labours, and their works do follow them. The servant is entered into the 
joy of his Lord, “ to serve him day and night in his temple,” among those 
who have ** washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” Page 28. 








* Mr. Whitchurch died Dec. 25, 1917, aged 62 years. 





